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This short guide is to help you understand and choose the range of materials available on the 
market, the various prices, and the installation techniques we ensure that we use when 
installing your drive.  
 
We will shortly also cover what you can expect to receive by choosing us to install your new 
driveway with our team.  
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Material choices and pricing 
There are a huge range of materials and styles. It’s important to choose a material that suits the 
style of the house. Please use these links to see some of the ranges from the core UK supplier 
or below are some common choices of material types: 

Choose your material: 

https://www.marshalls.co.uk/homeowners/block-paving-driveways  
Use the visualisation app to generate ideas 
https://www.marshalls.co.uk/driveway-visualiser/  
 
 

2 

Marshalls brindle range 
£20/m 

 

 

Tegula drivesett range 
£30/m 

 

Slate 
£40/m 

 

https://www.marshalls.co.uk/homeowners/block-paving-driveways
https://www.marshalls.co.uk/driveway-visualiser/


 

Typical illustration of a driveway cost 

As an illustration a 36sqm concrete driveway would break down as follows:  
 

 
 
Discounts can be applied for larger areas above 40sqm 
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Cost element Calculation Sub total 

Any additional 
breaking/clearance of 
concrete 

 £750 

1 man hole cover Cost of manhole, installation 
and cutting into 

£250 

Cost of drainage and 
soakaway system (average): 
£500  
 

 £500 

Cost per square meter to 
cover labour and sub base: 
£80/sqm 

36m2 x £80 £2880 

Cost per sqm bricks: Average 
is £20/sqm 
 

36m2 x £20 £720 

Cost of edgings: £15/m plus 
material (standard edging 
cost is £20/m) 
 

4 edges @ 9m each = 36m 
 
36 x £20 

£720 

SUBTOTAL  £5820 

Any VAT 20%  £1164 

Total payable  £6984 



 

Payment schedule 

 
Invoices are paid as follows:  

● 5% to be booked into the diary 
● 45% upon arrival  
● 50% upon satisfactory completion  

 
Payments are accepted via any means of cleared funds:  
 

● Bank transfer 
● Credit/debit cards 
● Cleared cheque 

 

Kerb and edging choices 

You can either use a standard flat top kerb or choose something more decorative 
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Installation: Drainage, material use, falls and angles and things to watch out for

 
 
Drainage is important and sometimes a legal requirement if non permeable material is used, or 
the slope of a driveway or surface is towards a public highway.  
 
This is to ensure that any surface water does not affect footings, damp courses, or any 
structural elements of your property or a highway.  
 
ACO is the standard for drainage systems that all manufacturers use.  

 

Included in ACO’s extensive surface water management array of products is the world’s leading 

range of channel drainage solutions. They are typically designed for efficient removal and 

conveyance of surface water or liquid. In some cases they are also used for attenuation or 

containment of same. 

 

Channel drain, Line drain, Slot drain and ACO drain are terms often used interchangeably to 

refer to drains of a linear nature.   
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Endfall 

  also known as "Longfall", this is the fall or gradient 
along a pavement or drain, ie, the water will be 
drained in the same direction as the pavement/drain 
is running. 

Crossfall 

  is the fall across a pavement, ie running at or about 
90° to the direction of the pavement. Many footpaths 
alongside roads have crossfall, draining the footpath 
onto the road. Crossfall is not found in drains, only 
on surfaces. 

 

Backfall 

is the term used to describe a gradient that is counter to what would normally be expected. In 
the footpath example from above, a footpath that sloped away from the roadway would be 
said to be backfalling. Backfall in a drain is usually bad news - it indicates that water/sewage 
may find itself trapped at a low point. 

The angles 

All paving should be designed to drain freely to gullies or other disposal points. 
Recommended fall is usually quoted as 1 in 40; In practice, 1 in 80 is adequate for smaller, 
domestic areas. 
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The depths 



 

The styles 

Dished channels 
 

 
Standard ACO drains 
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Doing it correctly: Connecting pieces  
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Doing it correctly: Drainage systems 

 
Connection to existing drainage systems or use of soakaway is important to prevent buildup of 
damp to your damp proof course and lack of connection can cause subsidence and damage to 
footings.  
 
It is good practice to use a fitting referred to as a P-trap to link the Aco Drive Drain to the rest of 
the drain system. P-traps serve two purposes when used on a project such as this: Firstly, they 
maintain a sump of water that acts as a 'trap' and prevents iffy odours emanating from the 
drainage system. Odours are not always a major problem with Surface water systems, but a 
P-trap, or some other form of trap, is essential if connecting to a Combined System. 
The second benefit provided by a P-trap is that it will 'trap' any valuables that may be 
accidentally dropped into the channel. So, if your wedding ring slips off while washing the car, 
instead of being sluiced down into the bowels of the earth to be lost forever, it should be caught 
in the trap, from where it can be salvaged without too much pain. 
 

 
 
 
A soakaway should be used where there is no access to mains drainage systems and only in 
non clay soil types.  
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Doing it correctly: Installation do’s and don'ts 

● Ground preparation: Falls and compression rates must be considered correctly.  

 
 

● Compaciton: Use of a lightweight compactor will only tickle the hardcore at proper 
depths therefore a roller compactor must be used in high traffic areas (driveways).  

 
 

● Preparation: Proper screeding methods must be used to ensure solid lay
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Overview of steps 

 
1. Excavation at correct depths and angles and any drainage prep 
2. Edgings/kerbs laid with minimum 5cm haunching 
3. Sub base laid and compacted with heavy duty compactor roller 
4. Gulleys dug for drainage and installed 
5. Surrounding blocks laid for screen rail to run along 
6. Laying of main material  
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Planning permissions 

From October 1st 2008, all this changed. New legislation covering front gardens first in England, 
but subsequently in all other British nations, requires homeowners to obtain planning permission 
if they wish to discharge onto a public highway (footpath or carriageway) or to drain directly into 
the domestic surface water drains. 
 
Where the natural lie of the land is such that it slopes towards the public highway, the most 
effective drainage installation to prevent water crossing the threshold between private and 
public property is a linear channel. This "interceptor channel" should be laid on the driveway 
side of the boundary. The linear channel should be connected to a suitable disposal point. 
 

Do I need planning permission? 

Only in exceptional cases. As almost explained in the vaguely helpful Explanatory 
Memorandum, the Legislation has been structured to deter homeowners applying for planning 
permission, causing them to consider alternatives such as permeable or porous paving, or a 
suitable suds-compliant drainage system rather than go through the rigmarole of forking out 
£150 and waiting for up to 8 weeks to see if planning permission will be granted to install a 
pavement that discharges directly to the domestic drains or, in exceptional cases, onto a public 
highway. 
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Do I have to use permeable paving? 

Not necessarily. Thankfully, the legislation and the accompanying Guidance Document took 
heed of the comments submitted by the industry and has expanded its original plan which 
mentioned only "permeable or porous paving", and now any surface is permitted on the 
condition that it drains "to a permeable or porous area or surface within the curtilage of the 
dwellinghouse", which means a soakaway, rain-garden or other suds installation located 
within the grounds of the property. Consequently, it will be possible to have macadam, PIC, 
resin-bonded surfacing or any other surfacing as long as it drains to ground and does not 
discharge onto the public highway or directly into the domestic drains. 

http://www.pavingexpert.com/pdf/frontGardens_exMemo.pdf
http://www.pavingexpert.com/pdf/frontGardens_exMemo.pdf
http://www.pavingexpert.com/permabl1.htm
http://www.pavingexpert.com/permeable03.htm
http://www.cambridge-landscaper.co.uk/pavingfrontgardens.pdf
http://www.pavingexpert.com/drain08.html
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Linear Channel at driveway threshold, although set back slightly from the boundary

 
There should have been a threshold interceptor drain on this new development. 
 

Drop kerb applications 

 
You can apply for a drop kerb here for a cost of £183. A refund of £110 will be applied for 
unsuccessful applications.  
 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/apply-for-a-dropped-kerb/  
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To illuminate or not to illuminate?  
 
Choosing lighting can create a spectacular finish, pronouncing a safe walkway to entry and exit 
points, showing parking spaces, and illuminating the drive edges.  
 
They can be installed flush into the materials or pronounced at the edges. The choice is down to 
decorative preference and uses. There are a huge range of solar or mains connected solutions, 
and depending on the level of light or complexity of the lighting required will depend on you 
choice of type.  

Solar lighting choices  

 
 
We recommend solar for simple lighting solutions such as walkway guides as they are simple to 
maintain, and modern products offer a good lighting level and coverage. All lighting should 
always be IP44 rated, however we still know that over the years these can still take on water 
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and require new lamps, therefore this is a good solution to long term maintenance, as the whole 
circuit can cut out when using mains connected lights. 
 
 

Mains lighting choices 
 
This must be installed by an electrician with a RCD breaker. This will inevitably occur extra costs 
due to the groundwork required by us, and the cost of the electrician.  
 
In general the benefits are: 

● Higher control over lighting such as brightness 
● Remote control lighting systems can be installed more commonly 
● Good choice for larger driveways that require feature lighting on entrance pillars 
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Next steps 

Free survey and design session 

Please call us to come and complete a free survey of the ground and your requirements.  
 
Our block paving standards are of the very best quality. Our experience enables us to use all 
the best techniques, and materials, and we can even create many amazing designs using our 
creative expertise.  
 
It's important that the foundations are correct depths, and correct materials are used, 
differences in compression can cause issues over the years with heavy weight and traffic and 
and it's very important to get it right.  
 
We can quote you for many types of blockwork patterns, and materials that we use, or if you 
have an idea of your own, we are more than willing to work with your concept and can even 
match existing materials used in your landscape. 
 
We now offer resin bound driveways, click here for more information.  
 
What you can expect to receive by engaging services with us:  

● Professional and passionate attitude  
● Attention to detail in workmanship 
● Great creativity, design and communication during projects 
● Great outcomes as we are a small dedicated team 

 
Just call 01223 852 054 or 07477 486 469 to get your quote or fill out our handy form by clicking 
here. 
 

Why use our block paving and driveways services 

Using the latest technology and expert insights within the landscaping industry, our dedicated 
landscape designers can offer you a range of options to enhance your property to. The bigger 
your block paving job the cheaper the price per square meter.  

● Prices from £70/sqm 
● Compliments house 
● Choice of materials 
● Lights installed 
● High quality work 
● In and out quickly 

  

19 

https://www.cambridge-landscaper.co.uk/resin-bound-driveways/
https://www.cambridge-landscaper.co.uk/requestquote/
https://www.cambridge-landscaper.co.uk/requestquote/


 

Our process  
 
1. Initial meeting and client questionnaire 
After you initial site meeting to understand your visions and essential requirements, we will 
attend to conduct a more detailed survey, and get into a deeper understanding of the specifics 
potential options you like and dislike. 
 
2. Site measurement and site assessment: soil assessment and orientation of the site. 
Photos of all relevant elements and overview of the garden. Its very important for a survey to be 
correct to prevent any surprises during execution of construction and helps us quote correctly. 
Here we also take things into account such as where the sun sets and rises, and any placement 
of functional areas which means its clear for us to work with the space correctly. 
 
3. Creating base plan of the site with elevations if necessary.  
A visual representation really helps you realize what the plan and potential finishes could look 
like. This helps us at an early stage of planning to be able to push ideas around the planning 
documents and work with you to get the best from creative concepts. Any design is a creative 
process and new ideas rise from existing ones and inspiration comes from many places over 
time -, so please revise the ideas as many times as you want as this is the point of this stage. 
 
4. Creating the concept plan(s) with moodboard of materials and potential planting and 
1-2 perspective view drawings. 
 
Once we create a formal plan, we usually attend again to run through our ideas with you after 
we have workshopped them as a team in house. This is a good stage to get the final design 
signed off. 
 
5. Final design  
With all relevant supporting specifications that includes pricing and agreed materials. This is the 
final stage when we have agreed a design, we build a technical specification and draw up our 
materials list, planting schemes and include the final costs assessment. 
 
6. Execution and supervision of the project. The fun part; this is when all the planning and 
hard brain racking pays off. Our skilled team will implements your project in a logical and 
systematic manner and maintain great communication with you throughout. 
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